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Summer Reading Requirement

Heritage Christian Academy has consistently emphasized reading quality literature. Through books, we enter into the
thoughts and lives of others, growing and learning alongside them, succeeding and failing, rejoicing and grieving,
journeying and learning. It is among our greatest human delights. One of our responsibilities as educators and parents
is to see that our children acquire not only the ability to read well, but also acquire a taste for what is good and
beautiful in literature.

In addition to the books that students read in class at HCA with their classmates and teachers, we hope to help
students develop the habit of reading books on their own. In order to do this, we require students going into first
grade through sixth grade to keep a “reading log” of the books they read throughout the summer.

Our reading list is categorized by grade level and reading level. It also includes recommended texts to read aloud to
children. For each grade level we selected books that:

* enlarge a student’s imagination about God, the world, or humanity
» evidence the highest quality writing and storytelling

* are “age-appropriate,” even if challenging

* have endured the test of time or have influenced literature culture
* integrate with other areas of the curriculum

Procedure

Each book students read will count as a particular point-value based on its length. At least half of the points earned
should derive from reading books from the suggested list, and half of the points earned can come from reading self-
selected books. Students will receive a grade (1% Quarter) based on their accumulated points for the summer.

Students may earn points for a book if
a) they read it on their own,
b) someone reads it to them, or
c) they listen to an audio version of the book.

In order to encourage families to read together, when they do so, each student in the family will receive the
appropriate credit for the book, according to their grade levels. If a child listens to an audio version of a book, we ask

parents to verify that their children are appropriately attentive while the recording is playing.

If you have any questions, please contact Valerie Brown. valerie.brown@heritagechristian.info

HAPPY READING!!



HCA Summer LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday — Friday 9 am — 1 pm

Summer Storytime with Mrs. Sheppard (or another reader) June 25 — July 30
= Wednesdays — 10:00-10:45 am
Reading Requirements

Students entering first grade

- 20 picture books or emergent readers. (Books longer than traditional picture books or emergent readers
may count for more than one title according to their length, 30 pages = 1 book). =+ 10 minutes reading the
Bible or devotional, counts for 1 book

Students going into second grade

- 20 picture books or appropriate level readers. (Books longer than traditional picture books or emergent
readers may count for more than one title according to their length, 30 pages = 1 book). = 15 minutes
reading the Bible or devotional, counts for 1 book

Students entering grades three through six are required to read 2 of the book points from the following book list to
earn the required points.

50 pages =1 point
Third Grade 10+ points
Fourth Grade 12+ points
Fifth Grade 16+ points
o Sixth Grade 18+ points
= 20 minutes reading the Bible or devotional, counts for 1 point

O O O

*Every effort has been made to pick the best available literature. As with everything, each book must be read with
Scripture as our final standard.

*Books on the following lists are recommended for a particular grade. Students are not required to choose only books
from that list. Any book that is at their reading level or ability is acceptable for them to read.

Additional Recommended Books Grade Level
Biographies from:
Childhood of Famous American Series 3,4
The Landmark Series 3+
Christian Heroes: Then and Now 3+
The Sower Series 3+
Heroes of the Faith 3+
Imagination Station Series 3+
Christian Living Informational:
A Boy After God’s Own Heart: Your Awesome Adventure with Jesus George 4+
A Girl After God’s Own Heart: A Tween’s Adventures with Jesus George 4+
A Young Man After God’s Own Heart: Turn Your Life into an Extreme George 6+
Adventure
A Young Woman After God’s Own Heart: A Teen’s Guide to Friends, Faith, George 6+

Family, and the Future (and others)




HCA 2025 SUMMER READING LOG

Student Name: Grade Entering into

Verification of Reading
Parents are responsible for verifying that a book has been read by their child, or that they have listened attentively
to one that has been read to them. Titles of books, authors, and point values should be recorded on the child’s
literature log and submitted to classroom teacher Tby Friday, September 5. \The required parent signature certifies
that the parent has verified the child’s reading as well as the accuracy of all points recorded.

Date Finished Title Author Points (3-6™)
or Book (1%-279)

Turn over |:>



Date Finished Title Author Points (3"-6™)
or Book (15-219)
Total Points
Student’s Signature
Parent’s Signature Date




First Grade Reading List

Read aloud suggestions:

Leaf, Munro. How to Behave and Why

Leaf, Munro. How to Speak Politely and Why
Lloyd-Jones, Sally. The Jesus Storybook Bible
Taylor, Helen. Little Pilgrim’s Progress

Leithart, Peter. Wise Words: Family Stories that
Bring the Proverbs to Life

Brown, Jeff. Flat Stanley

Dalgliesh, Alice. The Courage of Sarah Noble
Silverstein, Shel. A Light in the Attic

Individual reading:
Level 1

Bulla, Clyde. Daniel’s Duck

Chandler, Edna. Cowboy Sam +

Frasconi, Antonio. The House that Jack Built
Graham, Margaret. Benjy’s Dog House +
Hoff, Syd. Sammy the Seal

Hoff, Syd. Danny and the Dinosaur+

Krauss, Ruth. The Carrot Seed

Lionni, Leo. Inch by Inch

Littledale, Freya. The Magic Fish

Lobel, Arnold. Frog and Toad Are Friends +

Offen, Hilda. A Treasury of Mother Goose

Seuss, Dr. Beginner Books +

Seuss, Dr. Bright and Early Books +

Tabak, Simms. There Was an Old Lady Who

Swallowed a Fly
Wood, Audrey. Quick as a Cricket

Level 2

Carle, Eric. The Very Hungry Caterpillar +
Davoll, Barbara. The Potluck Supper +
Daugherty, James. Andy and the Lion

Duvoisin, Roger. Petunia
Flack, Marjorie. Angus and the Ducks

+  Freeman, Don. Corduroy +

« Galdone, Paul. The Little Red Hen

«  Galdone, Paul. The Three Billy Goats Gruff
«  Hoban, Russell. Bedtime for Frances +

+  Hunt, Angela. A Gift for Grandpa

« Keats, Ezra. Peter’s Chair

+  Marshall, James. George and Martha +

«  McGovern, Ann. Stone Soup

«  Minarik, Else. Little Bear +

«  Numeroff, Laura. If You Give a Mouse a Cookie+
«  Parish, Peggy. Amelia Bedelia +

« Rey, Margaret & H.A. Curious George +
« Richardson, Arleta. A Day at the Fair

+  Sharmat, Marjorie. Nate the Great +

«  Zion, Gene. Harry the Dirty Dog +

Level 3

+  Buckley, Helen. Grandmother and 1
+  Burton, Virginia. Maybelle the Cable Car
«  Coerr, Eleanor. The Josefina Story Quilt

+  De Regniers, Beatrice. May I Bring a Friend?
«  Ets, Marie. Just Me

+  Gramatky, Hardie. Little Toot +

Hader, Berta. The Big Snow

«  Keats, Ezra. Whistle for Willie

+ Lewis, Kim. Floss +

«  Lowry, Jannette. The Poky Little Puppy

+  McCloskey, Robert. Make Way for Ducklings
«  Piper, Watty. The Little Engine that Could

«  Potter, Beatrix. The Tale of Peter Rabbit +

« Sendak, Maurice. Where the Wild Things Are
«  Turkle, Brinton. Thy Friend, Obadiah +

« Ward, Lynd. The Biggest Bear

«  Wilder, Laura. My First Little House Books +
«  Williams, Vera. A Chair for My Mother

“+” indicates any title in that series
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Second Grade Reading List

Read aloud suggestions:

.

Andersen, Hans C. The Emperor’s New Clothes
Andrews, Troy, Trombone Shorty
Brown, Marcia. Dick Whittington and His Cat

Burton, Virginia. The Little House
Burton, Virginia. Mike Mulligan and His

Steamshovel
Cauley, Lorinda. The Ugly Duckling
Cleary, Beverly. The Mouse and the Motorcycle

Cleary, Beverly. Ribsy

Dalgliesh, Alice. The Bears on Hemlock Mountdin
Lewis, C. S. The Lion, Witch, and Wardrobe +
McCloskey, Robert. Time of Wonder

Steig, William. Doctor De Soto

Warner, Gertrude. The Box-Car Children (vol. 1)
Williams, Marjorie. The Velveteen Rabbit

Weatherford, Carole Boston, Moses: When

Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom

Individual reading:
Level 1

Andrews, Troy, Trombone Shorty

Cannon, Janell. Stellaluna

Galdone, Paul. The Gingerbread Boy

Galdone, Paul. The Three Bears

Galdone, Paul. The Three Little Pigs

Kessel, Joyce. Squanto and the First Thanksgiving
Miles, Ellen. Puppy Place +

Oke, Janette. Prairie Dog Town (any books in
the Animal Friends series)

Roop, Peter and Connie. Keep the Lights Burning,
Abbie
Slobodkina, Esphyr. Caps for Sale

Yolen, Jane. Owl Moon

Level 2

Anderson, C. W. Billy and Blaze +

Bemelmans, Ludwig. Madeline +
Bontemps, Arna & Conroy Jack. The Fast
Sooner Hound

«  Calhoun, Mary. Cross-Country Cat
DeBrunhoff, Jean. Babar +

«  Flack, Marjorie. The Story about Ping

Gag, Wanda. Millions of Cats

«  Gauch, Patricia. Thunder at Gettyshurg

Haywood, Carolyn. Betsy ¢ Billy +
Hope, Laura Lee. The Bobbsey Twins +
Leaf, Munro. The Story of Ferdinand
+  Loveless, Maude. Betsy-Tacy +
Milne, A. A. When We Were Young
Milne, A. A. Now We are Six
Politi, Leo. Song of the Swallows
Steig, William. Doctor De Soto Goes to Africa
Taha, Karen. A Gift for Tia Rosa
Thomas, M. J. The Secret of the Hidden Scrolls
Warner, Gertrude. The Boxcar Children +
Ziefert, Harriet. A New Coat for Anna

Level 3

« Aardemas, Verna. Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s
Ears

+  Burgess, Thornton W. Old Mother West Wind +

+  Gruelle, Johnny. Raggedy Ann Stories +

Harness, Cheryl. Three Young Pilgrims

« Le Gallienne, Eva. Seven Tales by H. C. Andersen
+  McCloskey, Robert. Blucberries for Sal

+ McCloskey, Robert. Lentil

+ McCloskey, Robert. One Morning in Maine
«  Mowat, Farley. Owls in the Family

«  Nesbit, E. The Railway Children +

«  Sobol, Donald. Secret Agents Four

«  Sproul, R. C. The King Without a Shadow

« West, Jerry. The Happy Hollisters +

+ Williams, Jay. Danny Dunn +

“+” indicates any title in that series is acceptable
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Third Grade Literature List

Read aloud suggestions:

Atwater, Richard. Mr. Popper’s Penguins
Barrie, James. Peter Pan

Farley, Walter. The Black Stallion
Fleischman, Sid. The Whipping Boy
Gannett, Ruth. My Father’s Dragon

Grahame, Kenneth. The Wind in the Willows
(Scholastic Jr. Classic)

Jones, Elizabeth Orton. Twig
Kipling, Rudyard. The Jungle Book (Scholastic

Jr. Classic)
Lewis, C. S. The Horse and His Boy

Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver’s Stories (Scholastic Jr.

Classic)
Weatherford, Carole Boston, Moses: When

Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom
White, E. B. Charlotte’s Web

White, E. B. Stuart Little

Winterfeld, Henry. Detectives in Togas

Individual reading:
Level 1

Adler, Susan S. Meet Samantha, An American Girl
Bulla, Clyde. A Lion to Guard Us

Bulla, Clyde. Shoeshine Girl

Cleary, Beverly. Henry Huggins +

Dalgliesh, Alice. The Courage of Sarah Noble
Gardiner, John. Stone Fox

Hall, Donald. Ox-Cart Man

Kellogg, Steven. Paul Bunyan

Lavelace, Maud Heart. Betsy-Tacy +
MacGregor, Ellen. Miss Pickerell +
MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah, Plain and Tall +
McSwigan, Marie. Snow Treasure

Peterson, John. The Littles +

Porter, Connie Rose. Meet Addy : An American
Girl +

Scieszka, Jon. The Time Warp Trio: Sam Samurdi
Sobol, Donald. Encyclopedia Brown Series +
Stanley, Diane. The True Adventure of Daniel Hall

Warner, Gertrude. The Box-Car Children
(excluding vol. 1) +

Weatherford, Carole Boston, Moses: When
Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom

“+” indicates any title in that series is acceptable
Level 2

Collodi C. Pinocchio
Choldenkro, Gennifer. Al Capone Does My Shirts

+

Edmonds, Walter. The Matchlock Gun
Fitzgerald, John D. The Great Brain +
Henry, Marguerite. Misty of Chincoteague +
Herriot, James. James Herriot’s Treasury

Hope, Laura Lee. The Bobbsey Twins +
Hurwitz, Johanna. Aldo Applesauce
Lindgren, Astrid. Pippi Longstocking +
Mclean, Molly. Adventures of the Greek Heroes
Milne, A. A. Winnie the Pooh +

Nesbit, E. The Railway Children +

Pyle, Howard. The Story of the Champions of the
Round Table

Richardson, Arleta. In Grandma’s Attic +
Roddy, Lee. Family Adventures +

Rupp, Rebecca. Dragon of Lonely Island

Seredy, Kate. A Tree for Peter
Terhune, Albert Payson. Lad: A Dog

Tellegen, Toon. Letters to Anyone and Everyone +

Wiggin, Kate Douglas. Rebecca of Sunnybrook
Farm
Wilder, Laura. Little House on the Prairie +
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Level 3

Bailey, Carolyn. Miss Hickory

Bond, Michael. Paddington +

Cleary, Beverly. Ramona +

DAulaire, I. E. Benjamin Franklin +
DiCamillo, Kate. The miraculous journey of
Edward Tulane

Estes, Eleanor. The Moffats

Fritz, Jean. The Cabin Faced West

Holling, H. C. Paddle-to-the-Sea +
Jackson, Dave & Neta. Trailblazer Series +
Lawson, Robert. Rabbit Hill

McCloskey, Robert. Homer Price

Nelson, Kadir, Nelson Mandela

Nesbit, E. The Story of the Treasure Seekers
Peretti, Frank. The Door in the Dragon’s Throat
Reece, Colleen. American Adventure Series +
St. John, Patricia. Star of Light

Streatfeild, Noel. Ballet Shoes

Various Authors. The Hardy Boys +
Various Authors. An American Girl +
Weatherford, Carole Boston, Freedom in Congo

Square
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Fourth Grade Literature List

Read aloud suggestions:
Blackwood, Gary. The Shakespeare Stealer
«  Burnett, Frances Hodgson. The Secret Garden

«  Carroll, Lewis. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland +

« Dahl, Roald. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

D'Aulaire, Ingri & Edgar. Leif the Lucky
Daugherty, James. The Magna Charta

« de Angeli, Marguerite. The Door in the Wall

«  Du Bois, William Pene. Twenty-one Balloons

«  Estes, Eleanor. Ginger Pye

Henry, Marguerite. King of the Wind
Green, Roger Lancelyn. King Arthur and His

Knights of the Round Table

Konigsburg, E. L. From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs.
Basel

E. Frankweiler

Lewis, C. S. Prince Caspian

Norton, Mary. The Borrowers

Prum, Deborah M. Rats, Bulls, and Flying
Machines

Rebsamen, Frederick. Beowulf

Sis, Peter. Starry Messenger: Galileo

Stanley, Diane and Peter Vennema. Bard of
Avon

Stanley, Diane. Joan of Arc

Vernon, Louise A. Thunderstorm in the Church
White, E. B. The Trumpet of the Swan

Individual reading:
Level 1

Alexander, Lloyd. The Book of Three +
« Armstrong, William. Sounder

- Babbitt, Natalie. Tuck Everlasting

«  Burnett, Frances H. A Little Princess

« Carlson, Natalie. The Family Under the Bridge
Clements, Andrew. No Talking

«  Creech, Sharon. Love That Dog

Estes, Eleanor. The Hundred Dresses
Henry, Marguerite. Justin Morgan had a Horse

Hodges, Margaret. Saint George and the Dragon
Kipling, Rudyard. Just So Stories

Knight, Eric. Lassic Come-Home
L’Engle, Madeliene. A Wrinkle in Time +
Lenski, Lois. Prairie School +

Lenski, Lois. Strawberry Girl
Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars

McSwigan, Marie. Snow Tredsure
Paulsen, Gary. Time Benders +

Salten, Felix. Bambi

Schmidt, Gary. Pilgrim’s Progress
Seredy, Kate. The Good Master

Selden, George. Harry Cat’s Pet Puppy
Speare, Elizabeth. The Sign of the Beaver
Taylor, Sydney. All-of-A-Kind Family
Thurber, James. Many Moons

Verne, Jules. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
Watkins-Pitchford, Denys. The Little Grey Men

+

Wilson, Douglas. Blackhorn Winter
Wilson, N. D. 100 Cupboards +

Level 2

Alcott, Louisa May, Jack and Jill

Birdsall, Jeanne. The Penderwicks : a summer tale of
four sisters, two rabbits, and a very interesting boy +
Farley, Walter. The Black Stallion +

Funke, Cornellia. Inkheart +

George, Jean C. My Side of the Mountain
Grahame, Kenneth. The Reluctant Dragon

Hanes, Mari. Two Mighty Rivers

Hoffman, Franz. Buried in the Snow

Jacques, Brian. Redwall +

Lofting, Hugh. The Voyages of Dr. Dolittle +
Morey, Walt. Gentle Ben

Nelson, Kadir, Nelson Mandela

Peretti, Frank. The Cooper Kids Adventure +
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Riordan, Rick. The Lightning Thief +
Ryan, Pam Munoz. Esperanza Rising

Seredy, Kate. The Singing Tree
Smith, Dodie. The 101 Dalmations
Street, James. Good-bye My Lady

Travers, P. 1. Mary Poppins +
Wilson, N. D. Leepike Ridge

Level 3
Adamson, Joy. Born Free
Alcott, Louisa May. Little Women +
Alcott, Louisa May. Eight Cousins
Alcott, Louisa May. Rose in Bloom
Burnford, Sheila. The Incredible Journey
Dekker, Ted. And They Found Dragons +
Field, Rachel. Calico Bush
Fitzgerald, Laura Marx. Under the Egg
King Jr., Dr. Martin Luther, [ Have a Dream
Lawson, Robert. Ben and Me

Robertson, Keith. Henry Reed, Inc. +
Robinson, Barbara. The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever

Sewell, Anna. Black Beauty
Sidney, Margaret. Five Little Peppers +
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Fifth Grade Literature List

Read aloud suggestions:

Defoe, Daniel. Robinson Crusoe

Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain

Lathan, Jean. Carry On, Mr. Bowditch

Lewis, C. S. The Silver Chair

Lewis, C. S. The Voyage of the Dawn Treader
Speare, Elizabeth. The Witch of Blackbird Pond
Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver’s Travels (excerpts)

Individual reading:
Level 1

Beatty, Patricia. Turn Homeward, Hannalee
Brink, Carol. Caddic Woodlawn
Byars, Betsy. The Summer of the Swans

Cleary, Beverly. Dear Mr. Henshaw

De Jong, Meindert. The Wheel on the School
Enright, Elizabeth. Thimble Summer

Gates, Doris. Blue Willow

Gipson, Fred. Old Yeller

Hanes Mari. Two Mighty Rivers

Harris, Joel Chandler. Uncle Remus
O’Brien, Robert. Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH
Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet +

Rawls, Wilson. Where the Red Fern Grows
Selden, George. The Cricket in Times Square +

Level 2

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker. The War That Saved
My

Q& +

Cameron, Eleanor. Mushroom Planet +

De Jong, Meindert. The House of Sixty Fathers
DuPrau, Jeanne. The City of Ember +

George, Jean Craighead. Julie of the Wolves

Gray, Elizabeth Janet. Adam of the road
Juster, Norton. The Phantom Tollbooth

+  Lenski, Lois. Indian Captive

+  Montgomery, Lucy. Anne of Green Gables +

«  ODell, Scott. Island of the Blue Dolphin

«  Pearce, Philippa. Tom’s Midnight Garden

«  Peterson, Andrew. The Wingfeather Saga +

+  Porter, Eleanor. Pollyanna +

«  Rawks, Wilson. Summer of the Monkeys

+  Reynolds, Phyllis. Faith, Hope, and Ivy June

+  Spyri, Johanna. Heidi

«  Wyyss, Johann. Swiss Family Robinson
Level 3

« Alcott, Louisa. Little Men +

«  Burnett, Frances. Little Lord Fauntleroy

+ Boyne, John. The Boy in Striped Pajamas

+  De Jong, Meindert. Journey from Peppermint Strect
+ de Saint-Exupery, Antoine. The Little Prince

+  Dodge, Mary. Hans Brinker

«  Grahame, Kenneth. The Wind in the Willows

«  MacDonald, George. The Princess and Curdie

« MacDonald, George. The Princess and the Goblin

+ Montgomery, L.M. Emily of the New Moon +

+  North, Sterling. Rascal

+  Morpurgo, Michael. War Horse

+  Pyle, Howard. The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood
«  Seredy, Kate. The White Stag

«  Stevenson, Robert Louis. Treasure Island

+  Terhune, Albert. Lad: A Dog

+ Tolkien, J. R. R. The Hobbit

«  Verne, Jules. Around the World in Eighty Days

+ Verne, Jules. Journey to the Center of the Earth

“+” indicates any title in that series is acceptable
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Sixth Grade Literature List

Read aloud suggestions:

Adams, Richard. Watership Down
Bishop, Claire. Twenty and Ten

Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage
Doyle, Arthur Conan. Sherlock Holmes
(excerpts)

Lewis, C. S. The Magician’s Nephew
Lewis, C. S. The Last Battle

Orwell, George. Animal Farm

ten Boom, Corrie. The Hiding Place

Individual reading:
Level 1

Alexander, Lloyd. The Prydain Chronicles +
Bradbury, Ray. The Martian Chronicles
Draper, Sharon. Out of My Mind

Herriot, James. All Creatures Great and Small +
Kjelgaard, James. Big Red +

Lester, Julius. The Tales of Uncle Remus

Rawlings, Marjorie. The Yearling
Sorensen, Virginia. Miracles on Maple Hill

Speare, Elizabeth. The Bronze Bow
Van Leeuwen, Jean. Bound for Oregon

Level 2

Applegate, Katherine. The One and Only Ivan
Baum, Frank L. The Wizard of Oz

Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451

Curtis, Christopher Paul. Bud, Not Buddy
Dickens, Charles. A Christmas Carol
Eareckson, Joni. Joni

Fisher, Dorothy. Understood Betsy

Finley, Martha. Elsie Dismore + (original)
Irving, Washington. Rip Van Winkle

[rving, Washington. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow

Jacques, Brian. Marlfox +
Lai, Thanhha. Inside Out and Back Again

+  London, Jack. White Fang

+ Lord, Cynthia, Rules

+  MacDonald, George. At the Back of the North
Wind

+  Marshall, Catherine. Christy

«  O'Hara, Mary. My Friend Flicka

«  Sterling, Dorothy. Freedom Train

+  Taylor, Theodore. The Cay

+  Trapp, Maria Augusta. The Story of Trapp Family
Singers

«  Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

«  Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Yelchin, Eugene. Breaking Stalin’s Nose

Level 3

« Field, Rachel. Hitty: Her First Hundred Years
+  Henty, G. H. By Right of Conquest

+  Henty, G. H. In the Reign of Terror

«  London, Jack. The Call of the Wild

+  Orczy, Emmuska. The Scarlet Pimpernel

+  Roy, Jennifer. Yellow Star

+  Stevenson, Robert Louis. Kidnapped

«  Taylor, Mildred. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Tolkien, J. R. R. The Lord of the Rings +

+  Tunnell, Michael. Candy Bomber

«  Twain, Mark. The Prince and the Pauper

«  Verne, Jules. Around the World in Eighty Days
« Wells, H. G. War of the Worlds

+  Yates, Elizabeth. Amos Fortune, Free Man

“+” indicates any title in that series is acceptable
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